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Mission: Sustained Data for a Changing Ocean

• Management
• Refurbishment
• Cruises
• Cyberinfrastructure
• Community Engagement
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Sponsored by NSF.  Operated and managed by WHOI, UW, and OSU.



2021 Accomplishments

• Seven major cruises
• Support for Pioneer site 

selection & high-level design
•New Data Center at OSU
• Partnership building
• Expanding audience reach
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RCA Digital Still Camera lights up hydrothermal vent El Gordo. Credit: UW/NSF-OOI/CSSF.



Science Impacts
202 OOI-related publications in 
refereed journals thru 30 Sep 2021

• 177 lead authors
• 92 lead institutions
• 21 countries 
• 5 continents

97 NSF awards using OOI data or 
infrastructure thru 30 Sep 2021

• $53.1m total
• 74 lead PIs
• 34 lead institutions
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Why It Matters
Nature Climate Change: Increased risk of a shutdown of ocean convection

Nature Scientific Reports:  Anomalous near-surface low-salinity pulses off 
the central Oregon coast

Nature Scientific Reports:  Direct interaction between the Gulf Stream and 
the shelfbreak south of New England

Science: Inflation-predictable behavior and co-eruption deformation at 
Axial Seamount

Nature Communications: The mechanism of tidal triggering of earthquakes 
at mid-ocean ridges
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QUESTIONS?




